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PROLOGUE 

The question of Providence is exceedingly difficult because it is at once comprehensive 
and complicated. It is comprehensive because it sums up God’s relationship to the 
world and to all history. It is complicated because it raises the problem of the 
interaction between divine sovereignty and human freedom. The former can never 
satisfactorily be described and the latter can never satisfactorily be explained. With the 
question of Providence, therefore, we come as close to the heart of the problem as we 
possibly can. And the closer we come, the more deafening the silence. 


- Richard McBrien, in CATHOLICISM, page 321



